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KADDSBLY: 

And  in  Washington,  v/e  invite  j^our  attention  to  the  production  side  of 
the  nation's  food  program. 

As  you  may  luio\i,  the  agencies  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  have  recently 
been  regrouped  so  as  to  liandle  adm in i s t r at i on  of  food,  program      There  a.re  three 
'\  groups.    Last  Thursday  we  heard  from  the  Director  of  the  Pood  Di s tr ibut i on  Ad'iin- 
'■  istration.    Day  after  tomorrow  v/e '  11  hear  the  head  of  the  Agricialtural  Research 
Administration.     Todaj'  the  Director  of  the  Pood  Production  Administration  talks 
to  the  farmers  of  the  nation  about  their  1943  v/ar  job. 

I'm  glad  to  present  Mr.  Herbert  Parisius. 

PARISIUS: 

I  v/ish  we  could  tell  you  today  that  we  knov/  all  tho  answers  to  the  problem.s 
involved  in  the  iTation's  wartime  food  production  prosra,m  in  1943.     We  shall  be 
perfectly  fra.nlc  and  say  that  v/e  do  not.     But  wo  can  assu.re  you  that  the  Pood 
Production  Adxiini  strati  on  is  clearly  aware  of  its  tremendous  responsibility. 
We  can  assujrs  you,  also,  that  we  liave  pledged  all  oujr  abilities  and  resovxces  to 
the  task  of  meeting  our  own  feed  needs,  and  those  of  the  nations  v/ho  are  fighting 
and  working  side  by  side  v/ith  us  in  this  war. 

The  job  of  p.'oducing  food  jms  never  been  simple.     The  v/a^r  has  made  it  more 
complicated.     Today  we  cannot  tell  you  how  much  food  \jb  v/ill  produce  in  1943 — 
but  v/e  have  set  our  goals  for  the  g-reatest  production  in  histo3rj^. 

Ifeat  is  more  significant,  we  have  asked  farmers  to  make  shifts  that  v;ill 
shape  their  production  to  meet  the  specia.l  needs  of  the  United  fetions.     V/e  loiov/ 
that  the  need  for  food  prodv.ced  by  United  States  farmers  is  the  greatest  in 
history — especially  for  mea.t ,  dairy  and  poultry  products,  and  the  oil  crops. 
We  knovi  in  a.  fairly  specific  v;ay  the  problems  fa.rmers  vrill  have  in  getting 
necessary  labor,  equipment  an.d  supplies.     If  v/e  have  good  wcn,ther  and  we  use  out- 
resources  fully,  we  feel  confident  United  States  fa.rmors  can  produce  the  food  v/o 
need.    We  do  not  say  v;o  will  have  all  v/o  v;a.nt  of  all  kinds  of  food,  but  we  c.^n 
expect  to  ha.vo  enough  food  for  an  adequate  and  nutritious  diet. 

The  Pood  Production  Aojiiini  strati  on  is  primarily  concerned  v/ith  the  produc- 
tion of  food  on  the  farm,,  and  in  securing  the  mean.s  to  produce  food.     But,  of 
course,  producing  food  means  much  more  than  just  growing  it.    You  have  to  get  it 
to  market.     Then  j-ou  ha.ve  to  ship  it  to  process5jic  plants.    We  shall  work  closely 
with  the  Department's  Pood  Distribution  Acbninisljiration  to  supply  food  when  it  is' 
need-ed,  and  where  it  is  needed. 
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';'e  have  just , rst'orned  froD  four  regional  meetings,  where  we  talked  over 
the  farm  joD  in  1943  v/ith  agricultural  leaders  in  ever^  State.    The  whole  "back- 
ground of  food  requlrcnonts ,  the  prohlcms  iDcforo  us,  and  the  programs  that  have 
"been  v/orkod  cut  to  assist  farmers,  wore  discussed  thoro-oghlj,'-.    All  these  leaders 
v/ork  with  farmers  In  one  wav'  or-  another,  and  many  are  farmers  themselves. 
Their  reaction  to  the  joh  "before  us  gives  us  some  pretty  good  clues  to  v;hat 
we  can  expect , 

These  agricultural  leaders  "believe  most  farmers  can  make  the  shifts  in 
production  we  are  asking  them  to  make.     In  light  of  the  emphasis  which  has  "been 
put  on  essential  products,  this  is  highly  significant.     Of  co-orse,  it  won't 
"be  easy,  and  farmers  expect  the  Department  to  help  as  much  as  possi'ble.  ?dght 
here  I  v/ant  to  say  the  Food  Production  Administration  will  give  farmers  maximum 
assistance . 

Trom  my  experience  at .  the  regional  meetings,  I  .judge  that  farmers  feel 
rea,sona"bly  confident  a"b out  livestock  production  unless  something  unforeseen 
happens.     They'll  haA''e  plenty  of  - livestock  and  record  feed  supplies. 

As  to  dairy  production,  they  v/onder  if  they  can  get  adequate  la"bor.  At 
the  same  time,  they  feel  a,  great  responsi'bilitj''  for  producing  milk.     They  iaiow 
what  dairy  product  s- mean  in  the  diets  of  United  States  fighters  and  factory  v;ork- 
ers  on  v;ar  production  lines,  and  to  the  fighters  and  vrorkers  of  the  other  United 
Nations, 

farmers  are  concerned  also  a."bout  transportation — a"bout  facilities  to  get 
their  products  to  market.  The3-  are  thinking  prettj"  seriously,  too,  al)out  their 
a"bility  to  got  enough  machiner;'^  and  other  equipment,  and  la-hor . 

From  an  oA'-er-all  standpoint-,  the  I-Iation  can  "bo  assured  that  farmers  are 
ready  to  do  everything  humanly  possi"bl3  to  give  fijll  support  to  the  United 
Nations  war  effort  "by  producing  essential  crops  and  livestock  to  the  limit. 
Farmers  knov;  that  farm  production  is  war  production.    A'bout  one-fourth  of  all 
the  food  we  produce  .next  year  is  ear-ma^rked  for  military  use  at  home  and  for 
shipment  a.cross  the  oceans  for  our  ovm  fighters  and  our  Allies.     To  farmers,  this 
means  thojr  are  on  the  front  line  of  v/ar  production.     They  Imov/  that  to  carry  the 
United  Nations '  offensive-  to  a  victorious  climax,  food  must  go  with  our  guns, 
tanks  and  planes.    Fa^rmers  a»re  rolling  their  sleeves  up  higher  to  get  their  jc"b 
done  in  1S43. 

To  help  get  the-  farm  production  'jc"b  done  next  year,  the  agencies  repre- 
sented "by  the  Food  Production  Acjnini  strati  on  are  shaping  up  a  na,tionv;ide  cajnpaign 
to  mo'oilize  all  agricialtural  resources.     The  regional  meetings  were  the  "kick-off 
Plans  are  "being  made  now  in  every  State  and  county  to  help  every  farmer  plan  his 
individua,l  production  so  that  i/e  can  ©"btain  the  most  effective  and  fullest  pos- 
si"ble  production  from  each  fa.rm  unit.    A  complete  pla.n  of  operations  for  each 
farm  will  "be  v;orked  out,,  including  information  on  the  credit,  materials  and  other 
assistance  each  farmer  will  need  to  get -his  .jolD  done.     In  a  verjr  few  weeks,  the 
agricultural  stage  will  "be  set  for  ftill  performance  on  the  "biggest  U.  S.  faxm 
jo'b  in  history. 
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PresiAont  Roosevelt  sot  forth  the  importance  of  this  tash  Last  week  v/hen 
he  proclaimed  next  Janup-r.v  12  as  the  1343  Farm  I'c Dilization  Day.     On  this  da,;?- 
he  has  asked  every  farmer  to  "gather  v/hersver  possihle  with  Departraent  of  Agri- 
cultijire  representatives,  state  officials,  Extension  Service  agents,  vocationa.l 
teachers,  farm  orga:iizations ,  and  others  concerned,  in  order  to  disciiss  ^i^ays 
and  means  of  insuring  for  the  year  1943  the  maxim.'um  production  of  vital  foods 
upon  ever;^  farm  in  this  country." 

In  his  proclamation  the  President  said,  "Farm  I'ohilization  Day  shcald 
he  a  symhol  of  e.  free  America,  a  sjTiihol  of  the  might  a,nd  productivity  of  ovx 
Nation,  a.nd  a  s;;n:ihol  of  the  -cuialterahle  deternination  to  put  to  full  use  o'or 
agricultural  resources,  as  well  as  oiu"  other  resources,  in  the  achievoraont  of 
complete  victory," 


The  President  has  sized  up  om-  .joh  very  well.     If  ever;-  farmer  .and 
agricult'oral  worker  realizes  hov/  much  the  food  v/e  produce  in  1943  can  hasten 
the  victory,  and  help  vitally  to  set  the  pattern  of  our  life  for  generations, 
I  am  sure  we  cannot  fa-il.     This  is  not  a  war  of  oat  tie  fronts  alone.     It  is 
"being  fought  in  factories,  in  the  stores,  in  our  homes — and  on  the  f arsis. 


¥e  have  the  strength,  the  ingenuity,  and  the  rosoujrces  to  do  the  joh.  If 
use  them  to  the  utmost  effect,  we  need  not  worry  ahout  the  outcome. 


KADD31ELY: 

In  this  discussion  of  food  production  in  1343,  j'ou  have  heard  Horhort  W, 
Parisius,  Director  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture's  Food  Production  Adiiin- 
^     istration,     This  agency  comoines  Triple  A,  Farm  Securitj^,  Farm  Credit  and  other 
agencies  concerned  primarily  with  food  production.     The  Food  Production  Admin- 
istration is  one  of  the  three  agencies  operating  under  direction  of  the 
Secretary  of  Agriculture  in  adxainistra-tion  of  the  nation's  food  prograjn. 


